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reprehending the, dereſtable Sins | 
" Perjury and Pfofape Curſing and 
Swearing, was heard by Us with the great 
eſt Satisfaction: We ſhould be much 
wanting in our reſpects to, you, did we 
not return you our Thanks. And that 
the whole Foy Jay rgceive he, reat 
Benefits, which we hope may arilg from 
? Ly 2 8 1 N Ale you 
* print the fame; which wok 


4 


W oblige, TR 
1 SET oo 5 
een humble Servants, * 
kal ar. 


ho Edward Ernle. 26-0 Tongs , 
Benjamin Stiles. J. Hill. 
2 . Eyles. James Heri. 
arles Mompeſſon. « Francis Eyles. 
Francis Renton. Thomas Long. 
E Court. Matthew” Pitt. 


«3 a. . & 4 
N . n 7 | 


: b ow | ” 6 _ _ 
To William Benſon, Eſq; High Sheriff “ 


9 the County of Wilts, Sir Edward Ernle/, 
„Bar. and the reſt of the Gentlemen 
1 | of the Grand-Jury, 


Gentlemen, 


| Have, at your requeſt, ventured to pub- 
0 liſn this Sermon, hoping that your Re- 

commendation may ſupply the many De- 
nm | fects, I am ſenſible there are in it, That 
ju it ny anſwer thoſe goods Ends you wiſh 
ll and deſire, is the hearty Prayer of, 


= Gentlemen, 
f | ” PDPDour very humble Servant, 


A2 Francis Fox. 
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Matth. V. 33, J, 315, 16 p2== 


Tee have heard that it hath been ſaid by them 
1 0 old Time, Thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf, 
but ſbalt perform unto the Lord thine Oaths, 
nut I ſay unto you, Swear not at all neither by 
Heaven, for it is God's Throne: 
Mor by the Earth, for it is his Footſtodl: 
i 2 Neither by Jeruſalem, for it is the City of the 
BH 7 :..<- 3 
Neither ſhalt thou Swear by thy Head, becauſe 
thou canſt not make one Hair White or Black. 
Bat let your Communication be, Tea, yea; 
Na, may: for whatſoever is more than theſe 
1 cometh of Evil, 0 e 


— 


I Have read this whole Paſſage, that we 

might be the better able to judge of the 
full extent and true meaning of it. The 
Words do indeed, at the firſt View, ſeem 
to forbid all manner of Oaths, on any Ac> 
;count how great ſoever ; but upon a juſt ſur- 
vey of them, and what is contain'd in other 
Places of Scripture, relating ta this Subject, 
ut will, I queſtion not, be made to appear, that 
Pnly falſe, profane and cuſtomary Swearing is for- 
bidden; & that, notwithſtanding any thing con- 
taln'd in them, it is Lawful, on jaſt and weighty 


3 
U 
. 
8 
. 
5 
* A 
be 


N 0 
1 


2 


* * 3 * r — 
— * r n wind 
— — D 


j 
| 

| 
F 
4 
| 
| 
: 
'$1 


DE te ans —E—ͤ 
* 
7 
4 * 


12 


Ie Lanfulmſs of Oaths, 


2 


* 


„6 — Y 


— 


r ——— —— F 
Occaſions, before a competent Authority, to | 


Swear. In treating therefore upon this Ar- er 
gument, I {ball do two Things. Y. | io 
2 101 
Fil, I ſhall Fly that our Lord does ha 
not here forbid all manger of Oaths, Ich 
1 © Secondly, I ſhall en quire What it is the 
| that 1s here kiln . our Bleſſed Sa- no 
viour. 2 an 
Firſt, 1 EL ſhall 95 Ga our Lord does the 
not here forbid all manner & Oaths. For the thi 
_ dlearer underſtanding of this, we are to ob. As 
ſerve, that our great. Maſter and Teacher | on 
| Encounters. a two-igld Error of the ve! 
Rare ese of the Phariſees, The wi 
{t Reſpects their Interpretation of the Third the 
ee which, according to them, La 
forbad only Perjury or falſe Swearing, but caſ 
gt raſh and vain Swearing; This Interpre- car 
tation of theirs was built. upon the double Ne 
ene of the Hebrew Word, Which bid 
W.render in vain, which likewiſe ſignifies a oth 
ie. Agrecably. to this Interpretation, they 7 /ees 
Wee the Pr ept thus; Thou ſhalt not ga 
taks, the Name, of the Lord thy God ta a Sav 
iH; tha is, thou. ſhalt not perjure or ſor- ma 
Mar tay ſelf Provided therefore they Gor 
did not. c themſelves, they. Au tur 
Bo. Account e * ee Oat 
, 8 21 21 ; | . 3 ; 


ers was, that they 


had framed. 
they might Swear, by the 
the Gold of the Temple; 
not by t 
and Weakneſs of whi 
7 Lord lays open, Mar. XXIII. 16, e. Both 
7 theſe Errors 75 oppoſed by our Saviour, 5 
, this Place, 


ſome created Things, een w 


wiſe Swearing by. Creatures, 


7 other created thing. 

1 ſees taught. t de People, that this was not 4. 
7 gainft the 
0 a Saviour in effect replies; 
for- manded to Swear only. by. the Name f 
| | God; when therefore you ſwear by Cret 


ay] $ Oath is Sinful,- 


3 the $ 815 of Peri 


N — nn * 
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"The Ocher Error of the, © ſews 8 Phari- 
ht Sw ear, and Even 
15 they Fore ny. 4 
„the 

divers Diſtinctions; T4 tha! 
cop but not by 
by the Altar, but 


= Gifts, offer'd upon it; the Vaaiti 
ick DiſtiaRiohs - .ou 


forſwear . 


I ſay, unto... you,, Sivear not at 
As if he had. ſaid, the Law forbids. not 
only Perjury and: Swearing: i in common Con- 
verſation by the Name of God, but like 

And becauſt 

the whole of t s diſpute concerfiing the 
Lawfulneſs of 122 upoh important Oë- 


| caſions, turns upon this Expreſſion, let 


carefully attend to what our Lord here fays. 


Now what does our Lord hete ſay? He BR 


bids: us to Swear at all, by Heaven, or. any 
The Seribes and Phar- 


To which out 
ou are. cort- 


Zommand ment, F 


you Swear be true, Jo 
and Contra che to the Cottt- 
Fade 75 * * to 8 cl 


ty res) the” what: 


ja. 
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at all, neither 


— we 


—_— 


when it is zeceſſary; but you ſhall not at all 
Swear by Heaven, or any created thing. If 
our Lord had. intended abſolutely to have 
forbidden all manner of Swearing, we may 
reaſonably think, that he would have deli- 
ver*d himſelf thus. I ſay unto you, Swear not 
by the Name of God, neither by | 
Heaven, &c. But he does not expreſs him- 
felt ſo; this would not have expounded and 
interpreted the Law, which ſeems to have 


been his Deſign, but have aboliſhed it. 


This Interpretation is natural and eaſie, 
- warranted by the Command in the 37th verſe, 
vhich pos'd to the Prohibition in tile 
34th. If we read them together, they will 
give light to each other, I %% unto you, | 
Swear not at all, but let your Communication be, 
Tea, ea; Nay, nay, Let your Communica- 
tion, that is, let your Speech, your Conver- 
ſation be, yea, yea; nay, nay : Since there- 
| Fore our Saviour is here nets; us, how | 
to govern our ſelves in our Ordinary Con- 
verſation, the Prohibition which is oppoſed ? 
to this Commandment, muſt be reſtrain*d 7 
to that too. And it is as much, as if he 
had aid, in your daily converſe one witn 
another uſe no Swearing, no not ſo much 
as by any Creature. If you have any thing to 
affirm, affirm it ſimply without any Oath ; | 
or if you have any thing to deny, deny it 
{imply without an Oath. This might be 
ſufficient for the Explication of this 8 | 


which is op 


25 


i 


all but becauſe ſome have entertain'd an Opi- 2 1 


ass general as poſſible will any or 
from hence go about to affirm, that Chil- 


Oath, on any Occaſion how urgent ſoever, 


it may not be amiſs to ſubjoin ſome other 
Arguments to juſtifie a Practice, ſo neceſſary 
for the putting an end to Strife and Conten 


tion among Men. 


To this end I obſerve, That it is uſual in 


; Holy Writ to expreſs ſome things abſolutely 


and in the moſt general Terms, which are 


7 notwithſtanding to be underſtood with ſome 
limitations. Examples of this fort we have 


in this Chapter. We have one at the 2:/t 
Verſe, where our Saviour recites and ex- 
plains the Sixth Commandment, Thou ſpalt 


not Kill. It is nevertheleſs granted that 


there are Cafes in which it may be lawful 
to kill, or to take away a Man's Life; 
and that Magiſtrates are not here. forbid- 
den to inflict Capital Puniſhments for great 
Crimes. The Precept therefore, tho? ex- 
preſſed ſo as to take in every Man, can 


L only be ſuppoſed to forbid the taking a- 
Way the Lives of Innocent Men. And if 


we may and ought to underſtand this Com- 
mandment with a Limitation, what good 
Reaſon can be aſſign'd, why that of Swear- 


ing may not in like manner be. ſo under- 
g ſtood? Again, Children obey. your Parents in 


all things, is a Command exprened in Terms 
poſſible, . But will any one 


dren 


If nion, that it is utterly unlawful to take an 


tl 


| 
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fo The Leni, of G 


Sr 


deen are cbliged es öbey the uniwül 
Commands of their Parents? On the con- FE 
frary, do we nöt ſay, that it is their Du: Ft 


in fuch Inſtances, to diſobey them? And 


yet "the Command is as general in this caſe, } De 
as it is in the other. Why therefore. may Ja 


we not affirm, that this Precept of our fo 


Lord's is td be underſtood. with ſome Re- 1 a0 


ſtrictions, and that it is Lawful to take 
An Oath, when the Puniſhment of C e 
and the doing Juſtice and Charity to our 
Neighbour makes it neceſſary. 


It we conſider an Oath in it ſelf, we | ( 


cannot diſcern any Moral Evil in it, and 


conſequently no Reaſon, that ſhou'd move | 
our Bleſſed Lord wholly: to forbid it. On the 
contrary, divers refleEtions will occur to our 


Minds, which cannot fail to recommend to 


us the Serious and Religious Uſe thereof. 


As that it is a ſölemn Part of Religious 
Worſhip, tending to promote the Glory 


and Honour of Almighty God, and to cre- 
Ate in Men a Reverence aud Awe of his tl 
Sacred Majeſty. For whoever takes a So- 1 


fertin Gath, Appeals to God as a Witneſs, 


ard an Avenger. Hereby: he profeſſes a 


Belief of his infinite Knowledge, and that 


tho” what he affirms may be fecret and 
unknown to Men, yet is it not hidden 


from Jod. He ths) Swears by the Name 


ef God, ackifowledges lis Fruthz and the 72 


Deren 


able to ſuppoſe. our Bleſſed 


Name. Is it. not therefore tnghly unreaſon- 


xViour ſhou'd 


7 forbid that, which is ſo plain and full an 
2 acknowledgment of the Divine Perfections? 


1 Again, Wearin 2 by | the Name of God 


Fam Eaxpofition ue Cinch Carrahiſm, Pag. _ 
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"0 
Is y 


on juſt and neceſſary Occaſions, is a Duty 
3 commanded in the Moral Lam, or Ten Com- 
7 mandments, according to that known. Rule, 
(a) that wherever any Sin is forbidden, the 


contrary Duty is required. As therefore 
the Third Commandment forbids. the taking 


the Name of God in vain, ſo it requires us 
to make uſe of his holy and tremendous 


Name by ſolemn. Oaths, wlienever his Glo- 
ry, or our own, or our. Neighbour's. good 
makes it neceſſary. Now the Moral. Lam or 
Ten Commandments, was: ngt. to be changed 


and aboliſhed, as the Ceremonial Law of 
the Jems Was, but it. was ta continue and 


e 


4 : (a] A negative. Command ment imports. the concraty 
atfrrrative, which is the reverſe” off it: So chat the prop 


:hibizing: a falſe Qaih, 'imports- that wer owgh# to werſhe 
God! by ſolemn Appeals: to him upon: great and juit 
Qccaſions, ben we. are. requited ro: do it; elther-.by 
declaring the Truth, or by Seating co rhe Performance 
of: ſome.” Dey or Agree meme. See- che Lord Biſhop* of 


ce 


r „ 1 
—_ ' The Lanfulneſs of Oaths, © 8 


abide for ever. Hence our Lord aſſures 
us, that he came not to deſtroy, or diſſolve ch. 
the Law, Matt. V. 17. but to fulfil it. f 
this Law it is that our Saviour ſpeaks in 
the 19th Verſe, when he tells us, that Who- x 
ſoever ſhall break one of theſe leaſt Command- 
ments, and ſhall teach Men ſo, viz. the Com- 
mandments of the Moral Law, he ſhall be He 
called the leaſt, that is, he ſhall have no 

Place. in the Ringdom of Heaven: but whoſo- 
ever ſhall do and teach them, the ſame ſhall be 


called great in the Kingdom of Heaven, 


| Farther, we cannot reaſonably conclude j a 
that our Lord in this Place forbids all man. 
ner of Oaths, becauſe we find St. Paul, who 3 


certainly underſtood the force and extent 


of this Precept, on wei hty occaſions ma- 
king uſe of them. To this purpoſe we find 
him expreſſing himſelf in the Second Epiſtle 
to the Corinth. I. 23. I call God for a Re- H 


cord upon or againſt my Soul. Gal. I. 20. 


Nom of the Things, which I write unto you, be- 
hold, before God, T lie not. Elſewhere he 


Appeals to God as his- Witneſs, Rom. I. 9. 
In theſe Expreſſions here are all the Cha- 
racters and Eſſentials of an Oath; for what 
is an Oath, but a Solemn Appeal to God 


for the Truth of what we affirm? Lifting | 
up of the Hands, having the Words repeat- 
ed to us, or we reciting. them after another, 
and laying our Hands upon the Book, are 


only. Circumſtances which ſeem to be in 


wo 
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Ad the Sin-of Perjury, Nd . 3 


the Power of Nations and Societies to 


change and alter as they think fit. 


Once more, we have an Angel in the 
*Xth Chap. of the Revelations, ver. 6, 6. re- 
preſented as lifting up his Hand, and Swear- 
ing by him that liveth for ever and ever. But 
to put this matter beyond all diſpute, we 
have the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf, who, when he ſtood before the 
High Prieſt, did not refuſe to anſwer up- 
on Oath. For in the XXVIth of St. Matt. 
at the 63d Verſe, we read that the High 


Jude | Prieſt ſaid unto him, I adjure thee by the liv- 
1an- ing God, that thou tell us whether thou be the 


who 


5 Chriſt, the Son of” God, which Was the Form 


tent of giving an Oath amongſt the Jews. To 
ma- which our Lord anſwered, Thou haſt ſaid ; 


find 
iſtle 
Re- 
20. 


. be = 1 


he 


are 
in 


"FAB 
F. %. 
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F 
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ſaid, I am the Chriſt the Son of God. Now 


had our Lord intended to have forbidden 


all Oaths in this Place, we cannot imagine 
that he would himſelf have given us an Ex- 


ample to the contrary, eſpecially if we con- 
ſider, that his Example is propoſed to us 
for our Imitation, and that it is our Duty 
The Sum is, if we conſider an Oath. in 
Zit. ſelf, we cannot diſcern any Moral Evil 
Zin it. Tis an eminent part of the Wor- 
hip of God, tending to advance his Ho- 
nour and Glory; for we thereby acknow- 
ledge and declare his infinite Perfections. It 


4 


is witranted 


4 12 in its füll extent and meaning; and that; : 


a a ASE SLES. — * * 
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by the Example of St. Paul, 1 
by an Angel in the Book To the Redela- F 
tions, in fine, the Example of our Bleſ- $28 
ſed Lord hünſel Af; and chebedre it is trot P* 
reaſonable to ſu of: that our Saviour has 
in this Place fel bidden Chriſtians the Seri- 9 
ous and Religious ufe of Oarhs; witch e | 
me to my P 


Second general Head, namely, Fo enquire | 
what it is, that is here forbidden Wy our Far 
Bleſfed Saviour. » 

 Firft, Our Lord by this Precept forbids Pers by: 
jury or falſe Swearing. ol 
Fecondlj, Swearing by Creatures. A 1 
Third, Profane and Cuftomary Swrar- 
wh in our ee and commort Conver: 1 
tion. = ; 


a” - 15 I that ow: chit our Te here © 
forbids Perjury or falfe Swearimg. He does 
not diſallow or condemn che If Interpretation 
iven by the Scribes and Phariſees of the Third es 
ommandment; for that, no doubt, did, and 
{ill does prohibir Petjury and falſe Sweating, q 
What he diſapproved, blamed and condemn*d F 
in them was their nat teaching it the Peo- 


y. their corrupt Gloffes, and ſcanty Inter- }. 1 
pretations, even whilſt they pretended ro 
_ wſtru& their Hearers in the true meaning FE 
of the Law; they cg them rather how T7 

/ to 


ho 


Is 
2 * 
— 4 


75 . To ſhow the greatneſs. of this Sin, and 
i. Swithal the hotrid-guile the perjured Ferſon 
Fou 
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ere ſof what. he promiſes, provided 

Jof his Promiſe be: lawfül, for the Truth en 
ear 1 Performance: of which, the E enſon wha 
ver. Sears, appeals; to God; ag at Witneſs on 
Vert Arhitrator, a. Judge and. Avenger inc caſe of 

Fal ſhood. Hereby we rengunee; all hope of 
Mercy, and call down upon oun ſelves the 

Vengeance of Almighty God, if what, we 
affirm be nat true, and- if 'what; we promile 
ge do not perform. And that! this is the 
| F Senſe and meaning oft an Oath, the: Harms 
% 4g pmmonly, uſeharn-the Adminiſtration of, them 
un &learly. ſhow.. Such are theſe: So hel, ius 
Peo. | od, God. is Witneſs, and the likes With, us 
the Cuſtom is to lay our Hands: upon the 
Bible, or New Teſtament. The meaning gf 
Wvbich, that we may underſtand, let it be 
ponſideredq that therein is contaim d all the 
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great and precious Promiſes made to us inChrift | 
Jeſus, and the moſt dreadful Threatnings a- 
geainſt the Wicked and Ungodly. The Pro- 
miſes are chiefly pardon of Sin, the Aſſiſt-. 
ance of the Holy Spirit, and eternal Life. 
If therefore we perjure our ſelves, we do 
in effect diſclaim all our Intereſt in thoſe glo- 
rious Promiſes, and expoſe our ſelves to all : 
the Curſes and Threatnings written in that 
Book. This we teſtifie by laying our Hands F; - 
'" thereupon, and afterwards kiſſing of it: 
' Ovght not this then, to make us exceeding- 
\i ly careful, that we do not make Oath of 
"i what we know to be falſe, or of what we 


if are not well aſſured is true? If any have 5 
i been ſo deſperately wicked, it concerns them $© 7 
* ſeriouſly ahd ſpeedily to bethink themſelves 0 
1 what courſe to take, to recover themſelves e 
ill out of this dreadful Condition, which nothing bur 


can do, but a timely and ſevere Repentance, id 

a Repentance in ſome degree anſwerable to ! 
ſuch a heinous and crying Sin. For a Per- M. 
ſon that will wilfully Perjure himſelf, muſt gc 
be ſuppoſed, either to believe, that there is 3 


ys — » — © > 
* 4 — id 
79 — — — — — vm 
q > 
— non 
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j 

ik no God, or that God does not concern him- ey 
if ſelf with the good and evil that Men dog 
1 here; or he muſt be ſo bold and inſolent, bs a 
aas to defie the Vengeance of the Al- 4 1 
| Since therefore an Oath does fo ſtrictly g' 
1 oblige Men, is it not reaſonable to hope t 


—_— 


Par 
25 


ite. Expreſs themſelves in Terms that fignifie 
do heir doubts? Shall a Man appeal to God, 
10. That ſuch, or ſuch a matter is true and cer- 
all Hin, when he is himſelf doubtful and un- 
hat gertdin ? Or ſhall the gaining a Friend or 
nds Neighbour's Cauſe, or the doing hurt to one 
It: Þho is accounted an Enemy, or any World: 
"Be I Conſideration how valuable ſocver; malte 
10! Man depoſe, what he does not know to 
WE Fe true, or what he knows to be falſe? 
ave Beſides the Guilt of Perjury, which Men 
zem Jrould hereby bring upon tliemſelves, and 
IVES the dreadful Puniſfiments conſequent there- 
Ives | pon, ſuch Practices tend to deſtroy mutual 
ung Truſt and mutual Confidence among Men; 
* nd to baniſh Peace and Happineſs out of the 
S. World. | 8 
. May it not likewiſe be expected, that 
mult $ofe Gentlemen, who are called to ſerve 
ves * Aſſixes and Seſſions on the Grand- Jury that 
im- ey ſhou'd diligently conſider the Articles 
1 dog things given them in charge, ſince their 
lent; %, oblige them to make diligent inquiry 
Abd true Preſentment of them? I demand 
1011 L en, Are not the Laws againſt Immorality 
1CUY Ed Profaneneſs given you in charge, as 
hope Well as thoſe that fecure our Rights and 
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A the Sin of 


ad expect, that all who appear befofe Judges 
And Magiſtrates, ſhould give in nothing for 
Evidence; but what they know to be true? 


And thar if they are any way doubtful, they 


. 


Properties? Why elſe does the Qeen com- 
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mand her Proclamation. for the — e. 
ment of Piety- and Vertue, and the -Punith- 


ment of Vice and M ictedneſe, to be ee 
Sinners 
are 1 by Your Connivance | 


read before vou? And therefore, 


R The Lanfulnejs 0 of- 0 f Oats, == . 


N eglect, Will it not be juſt in God co charge 1 ] 
you not only with Perjur y, but as being par- Ja 
takers of their Sins? Are you not bound to fa 


preſent all Offences and Ofirnders, not DE. 5 } 
rav 
formation of others, but likew! 2 f 7 0s as] 1 


when, Evidence is brought you, 


& 4% 


you, or any of you are able of your own 
perſonal Knowledge to preſent? And do you 


not Swear, to do, this impartially, without 
fear or favour? ? Let me therefore beſecch 
and exhort you to conſider the nature and 


put 


$ BOLT 


L1CX| 


extent of that Obligation you: are. under al 


Grand-Jury-Men, leſt the Sin of Perjery., be 


charged upon you. 


To perſuade thoſe, ka "Rog in the the: j 7 


Juries to Zeal and Faithfulneſs in the Dis 


charge of their Duty, need 1 remind them & 
how. Ancient a part of our-ConſtitutzonÞ- 
this way of Tr val 1 is? How much the Pre Per 
ſervation. of our Goods and Properties, ou 7 


Eſtates and Lives depends upon it? Shall 
tell them, how Dangerous it is for any t 


he 


ſuffer themſelves to be baſely- corrupted, anPwi. 


to. be moved either. by Malice or Envy 
Fear or Favour, to give a Verdict contrarf 
to their Con:ciences, and the Evidence bi 


epi 
em 
auf 
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fore an Theſe are Conſiderations (is 
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ge. gteat weight, and will, hope, -prevail-with 
Nh them hoteſtly to Alban is Fruſt. But 
kly the Oath they have taken is, I am ſure 
5 & ought to be, a ſtronger tie than all this; 
pecauſe if they forſwear themſelves, God, 
whois Witneſs of the Perjury and Injuſtice, has 
aid, that he will not hold them guiltleſs, wiis 
4 to fake his Name in Vain. His Judgments may 
only poſſibly overtake them in this World, as they 
In. Pave done others involved in the ſame Guilt ; 
a as put however that be; he will not fail to re- 
own hompence them as they have deſerved itt the 
you At. W EE: ch 341 +464 
hout What I have here faid is applicable to all 
ſeech Perſons who are ſworn into any Office, or to 
and hie performance of any Truſt. 
er avy . i 


be Secondly, Swearing by Creatures, how great 
Ind noble, or how mean and deſpicable ſo- 
other ver they be, is expreſſy Prohibited by our 
Diſ Faviour in this place, Swear not at all neither 
then y Heaven, for it is God's Thrane; nor by the 
tutiol . th, for zt 15 his Foot ſtool. That the Jews 
e Pre ere accuſtomed to ſuch kind of Oaths, and 
s, ou fay by Heaven, by the, Earth, Gr. it is 
ball P, or ©, is plain both from this Place, and 
ny the XXIII. of St; Mar. the 16tþ and fol- 
d, an@wing Verſes. And ſome Writers of great 
Envi@eputation, and in no leſs eſteem among 
zntrarWem, adviſe not to Swear: by the ſupreme 
ce bifauſe; but if there be a neeeſſiry of Swear- 
ons , toSwear by ee the Earth, "oy | 
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Cc. and they held that theſe were not ſtrictly F__ 
and properly Oaths, and conſequently not fo tf. 
binding and obligatory as thofe taken RF. | 
by the Name of God were. But our Lord © 
: ſhows, that this was in effect to Swear by, 2 
and Profane the Name of God, becauſe ff 
the Relation there is betwixt the Creature, 
and the Creator. The Excellencies and Per- 
ſections in created Beings, are all derived 
from the Creator; to Swear therefore by them, 
is all one as to Swear by Him. ae 160M 
Hence the Sin of many, who even fear 5; 
and Reverence an Oath, and who will not 8, 
Profane the Name of God by cuſtomary 
Swearing, will be manifeſt ; thoſe, I mean, 
who make no Scruple of Swearing by their the 
Salvation, by their Life, their Faith, Truth, e 
&c. How common is it for unthinking Peo- 
ple to ſay, As I live, or, As I hope to be ſaved; 0 
I will do this or that, Faith it is ſo, with F 
other Expreſſions of the fame kind? But. 
whatever Men may think, ſuch Expreſſions, 
by our Saviour's Rule of interpreting, have And 
in them the Nature of an Oath ; for if he who PSO 
ſwore by the Temple, ſwore by it, and him Anal 
that dwelleth therein; and he who ſwore by 
Heaven, ſwore by the Throne of God, and Pu 
him that fitteth thereon, (as our great Lord 40 
and Maſter affures us, Mat. XXIII. 21, 22.) Fre 
will it not follow from the ſatne way of reaſon- Hat 
ing, that he who Sweareth by his Lite, Va 
Sweareth by tlie Author and Giver of it; and $ 
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ty ie who Sweareth by his Faith, Sweareth by 
- 10 the Object of it; or if he Swears by his Sal- 
en vation, he Sweareth by the Author and Pro- 
ord furer of it? Which minds me of tle 
„„ onw epotirotg' 2g 07 Ina 2g col 
r Vi ting here forbidden by our Saviour, 
are, namely, Profane and Cuſtomary Swearing 
der- n our ordinary Converſation. Let Jour Com- 
ved 1 unication, ſays our Lord in the Text, be, 
em, + ea, yea; Nay, #ay; for whatſoever is more 
_ 77: theſe cometh of evil. From which Words, 
fear e may collect this univerſal Rule, That to 
not Swear in our ordinary Speech, Diſcourſe and 
ar) Converſation one with another, is utterly un- 
ean, awful. One wou'd be apt to think, that 
heir there ſhould be little need, for a Preacher to 
uth, pe copious and large againſt ſuch a Vice as 
Peo- this; a Vice ſo contrary to the Diftates both 
wed; pf natural and reveab'd Religion; for even 
with natural Religion will teach us to Honour 
Fut and Reverence the great Creator and Go- 
ions, Frernor of the World. But tlie too frequent 
have And common Practice of this Vice among 


ho people of moſt Conditions and Circumſtances 
him Jnakes it neceſſary. a 
e by Before 1 per hyade "againſt the Sin of 
and uſtomary Swearing, it may not be amiſs 
Lord o obſerve how neceſſary ſt is to refrain 
22.) from uſing all Expreffions that border upon 
ton, Paths; Þr adinitring, that in this Caſe = 
Lite, Nan is not guilty of profaning the Name of 
z and Hod, it gives great offence topiousand well-dif- 

he N 5 1 
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poſed People, and betrays 2 fire, of coming Cc! 
as near to it as he can, an quently * ly 
poſes: thoſe who, ,;2llow.. them elves therein, Mo. 
to the Commiſſion, of the $i it (elf. They be 
too are highly to be blamed, who in their an 
common. Converſation, ſuffer ſuch Expreſſions e 80 
as theſe. to fall from them; as, O Lord! O e. 
Gad! O Chtiſt! and the like; becauſe We . 


1 ought never to make uſe of ſuch. Exclama- cli 
1 tions, but with a ſerious Mind, Sw 
bl Our Saviour here ſubjoins to his Pr ohi- $702 
bh bition of unlawful, Oaths, one Ar ument. a- E. 
i gainſt e m. The Root from whence, der y ſpring th. 
3 is. Evil, — the Stock and alt muſt g 
1 be ſo too. Sometimes this wicked Practice Fr 
= proceeds om unbridled Appetites and un- ey 
3 govern'd Paſſions, Sometimes from Often; for 
1 pen and Price ; The cau uſs ol it in MH F N 
5 a ſtupid negligenge and inadyertency; cat 
1 ae it ariſe s from an humour to e 4 Jo 


the, Faſhion —— ain and diflolute Per- J's. 
ons. Now it proceeds: from our bend un 
4 SY and: . pA. the n 10 { ty. 
the - Temptations the © 4 Id 
8 Yo ga Fad and 1040 be ca Cant Al 
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gg ** Gentleman, and.indee I , high- 
J My misbecoming any, yea every other k Per- 
erein, Won. What Rudeiiefs and Incivility muſt it 


pe to all Civil Company, to all 6000 have 
2D Reverence for the dreadfil Name of 
God, to hear him calbd upon to Witneſs 
1! 90 9 85 trifling Story, or impertinent Jeſt ? 
[The Wiſe 105 of Sy ac hath abſerVed; Ec- 
ſclus XXVII. 14. hit the . Talk of Bide that 
Search much, maketh the Hair to fland 2 
wol. right, and yg 12 Brawles male one flo op | his 
nt a. Farc. If theſe Men would but reffeck on 
pring the uſt, Reſentments that ariſe” in their 
mut own Breaſts, when they hear a Parent, 
ice: Friend or Benefactor revited' and tpoken 
un- evil of, they muſt neceffarily conclude, that 
ten; for them to diſhononr” afid profane the 
one, Name of God, by horrid. Oiths and Impre. 
in cations, muſt "needs be more diftaftful® and 
21 in Joffenſfive” te wiſe ang, good Men, becaüſe God 
Per- 15 all this; and much more to them. 0 
un- Every Sin reflects Diſh6nour of Almigh- 
fam &y God, as it is a Breach, of his wife and 
that excellent Laws; but to profane his. eat 
Cau - and terrible Name, WHR An els an all 
ently 1 the Holt. of Heaven, eee log: K 
9 be] IE LIES, a very. high Contempt of Hi m. What 
porrid Preſumption is it to tike' into our 
V in. IMouths Wifhout due Reverenc the Grear 
4 as and Gloriods, the moſt Holy and Reverend 
and ame * God, who is the Creator, Sove- 
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reign, and judge of the World! ? To 08 


it only to grace 2 Sentence, and to ſet 4 


Period off ! 

If Men would fit down and calmly con- 
ſider with themſelves, they wou'd fin that 
neither Profit, Pleaſure, nar Honour ariſes 
to them. from their indulgi themſelves in 
this deteſtable Practice. What prodigious 
folly then is it for Men, to be guilty of 
ſuch rudeneſs towards the Great Lord of 


Heaven and Earth, which they are both 


afraid, and aſham'd to be guilty of one to- 
wards. another! ? What prodigious Folly 
and Madneſs is it for Men to incenſe an 
provoke that God who is a conſuming Fire, and 
able every Moment, in the Twinkling of 
an Eye, to make them as Miſerable as they 
—— Sinful? How juſt will it be in 
God to plunge them into everlaſting Deſtru- 


ion, who have ſo often called down Eter- | 


nal © Karte on themſelves and their Com- 
panions? 


How will ou, who have lived much and 
long in the dommiſſion of this ſenſleſs and 


unprofitable Vice, be able to look up to 
God, for Relief and Succour in the Day of © 


Calamity, in the Time of Sickneſs, or at : 


the Hour of Death, whoſe great and terri- 


ble Name you have ſo nee N diſhongur- | j 


ed and e ? 
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I might likewiſe ſhow, how much the 
Sin of cuſtomary Swearing reflects on the 
Credit and Reputation of the Guilty, and 
how juſtly it renders every thing they ſay 
ſuſpected, ſince they themſelves by their 

ractice, ſeem to judge it unworthy of be- 
fer without the Confirmation of an Oath ; 
but the Time will not ſuffer me to inſiſt 
on theſe Things. Nor wil I enter upon 
the Examination of the Pleas and Excuſes 
that have been -advanced, I cannot fay to 


juſtifie, for nothing can do that, but to leſ- 


ſen and extenuate'the Guilt of this Sin; for 
the Honourable Mr. Boyle, in his Diſcour- 
has done this, even to the Conviction of the 


Sinners themſelves, if they will be ſo juſt 


and true to their own Intereſt as to give 
them an impartial Reading. Two Conſi- 
derations there are to perſuade from this 
Sin, which I cannot omit, becauſe they are 
of Force to engage all, more eſpecially Ma- 
giſtrates, to bring thoſe to Puniſhment, who 
will not be reclaim'd by the milder Me- 
thods which Reaſon and Religion ſuggeſt. 
They are theſe. e. 


_ Firſt, That profane and cuſtomary Swear- 

ing has a very ill Influence on rhe Happi- 

neſs and Proſperity of Humane Society. 
5 I 
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Secondly, 
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enn, "That it very - much incenſe and 5 
provokes ee Gal 0 ene, 1 | Þ& 


EF 


WA to be very Th Rs © in the ne Ac 
ion and Tan e of this 6 2B. * 5 it -” Cc 


=_— In a a K Condition for In 
our Lives and Liberties, our, Goods and E. It 
4 Rates. be, if Men do not fear and reverence | of 
a2 nꝗ Oath? How ſhall theſe. be ſecured and | R. 
preſerved, bur by a mutual Confidence Ti ing 
each ee 2 In how many, Caſes is the 8 EY 
Pony of credible Witneſſes : neceſſary * | 
But at Teſtimony can he depended .up> | 
on, if Oaths become vile and contemptible, | in 
4 the common | and unneceſſary, Uſe. of | pr 
1 them? Will he who. often Perjures himſelf, Pr 
"= queſtionleſs. che cuſtomary, Swearer fre - M 
| quently does, make 2 Difficulty of it, when | up 
1 it is either for his. own, or his Friend's In- ur 
1 tereſt, or to. 5 do hurt to one he accounts an 
5 lis Enemy? And tho”. ſome; will, profznely | it. 
'F Swear, who will not deliberately. 85 45 by 
Wo themſelves in a Court of 8 yet | W 
what, aſſurance, can Men-, haye,' that. they | th 
who: make ſa bold with; Abr God, || he 


when they have no Interoſt, Pleaſure or | ni. 

Profit to Tr thereby, will not do it when | th 

2 they have? 
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If Men put away the Fear of God from 
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provokes Almighty God ro-inflidt "His Jud 


and tender of his Name, and will not füffer 
VVV 

| | Men, And thereſvre 
we may obſerve, that le bath particularly 
threatned to Pau this Sin. He will not 


niſh hip who taketh his Name in Vain, and 


that not only falfe Swearing, but pro - 
5 „ | an 


5, i. e, He will feverely, Pit- 
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and Eee Swearing is forbidden in 
this Commandment, has been ſbewn in the 


preceeding Diſcourſe, Becauſe of Swearing, 


ſays the krete XXIII. 10. the Land 
Journet Expoſitors do indeed un- 
derſtand theſe Words of God's having fent 
a Curſe upon the Land for the Wicked- 
neſs. of them that dwell therein, and there- 
by made it as it were to Mourn; But o- 
thers interpret it fo as to make it more 
applicable to my preſent purpoſe thus ; That 


by reaſon of the Evil Speeches and Blaſphemies 


of the Jews againſt God, he made their Land to 
Mourn, and to become Deſolate, and Barren, 
and Loathſome. Whether we. take it in the 
former or latter Senſe, it teaches us this 
uſeful Leſſon, that God is highly diſpleaſed 
and angry with a Nation for the Sins there: 
of; conſequently it muſt be the Duty both 
of Magiſtrates and People, to Labour in 
their reſpective. Stations to put a ſtop to 
the Increaſe and Prevalency of Vice and 
Wickedneſs. The Duty of the former is 
to puniſh, and of the latter to give ſuch 
Evidence as the Law requires for the Con- 
. 
... Farther, The, Reformation of the Sinners, 
and the plucking them as Firebrands out 
of the Fire, ought to make us active in 


the Suppreſſion, of this deteſtable Sin. 


._—— . 


To conclude. May Almighty God a- 
waker in us all a Zeal for his Honour! 
May we put away from us all our Abo-' 
minations! May Perjury, and all profane 
and cuſtomary Swearing be no more heard 


iamonglt us! May a lwely Senſe of the 
Mercies of Almighty God in the Preſerva- 
tion of our Religion, Laws, and "Liberties, 


notwithſtanding the Attempts of cruel Men 


to deſtroy them, appear by our unblame- 


able Lives. It may peradventure ſound 
harſh in the Ears of many, if I ſhou'd af- 
firm, as I may with Truth, that among 
our Selves have been found Men, who have 
been furiouſly Zealous to betray and give 


up our Civil Liberties, and to deftroy our 


excellent Conſtitution ! But notwithſtand- 
ing this, God has hitherto graciouſly and 


merciſully delivered us! May his Goodneſs 


lead us to Repentance! May all Strife and 
Contention, Envy and Malice, and what- 
ever is contrary to the Univerſal Laws of 
Peace and Love, be ban iſh'd from among 
us! And for the effecting of theſe great 
and glorious Ends, may all in Authority 


truly and indifferently miniſter Juſtice to 
the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, 


and to the Maintenance of true Religion 
and Vertue! May there never be wanting 


Men, who from a Principle of true and 


undiſſembled Zeal for the Glory of God, 
and unfeigned Love and Charity to the 


Souls 
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morality and Prophaneneſs.' With a. Preface addre(s'd 
to N Ma jeſty 's Juſtic 2 of rhe Peace: The 2d. Edition. 
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A Second Eſſay bien dhe Execution of the Laws Ae 
Immoraliry and Prophaneneſe. Wherein the S of 
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